
Purpose of the UN’s 1958 Agreement on 
Reciprocal Recognition of Type Approval for Motor Vehicles

To establish reciprocal recognition among all signatory countries
of type approval issued by any single signatory country
for certain vehicle components (parts and equipment).

Scope of type approval 
coverage:

127 UN/ECE Regulations 
for parts/equipment
(as of November 2009)

Scope of participation in 
reciprocal recognition:
47 countries & 1 region
(as of November 2009)
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Purpose of the Proposed Framework for
International Whole Vehicle Type Approval

To establish reciprocal recognition among all signatory countries
of type approval issued by any single signatory country

for whole vehicles.
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Benefits of the Proposed
International Whole Vehicle Type Approval System

Establishment by the United Nations of an International Whole Vehicle Type Approval 
system (including technical requirements pertaining to whole vehicles) will:

1. Contribute to road safety and environmental protection, while enhancing the benefits of standards 
harmonization and promoting further standards harmonization activities pertaining to motor vehicle 
structure, parts, and equipment in individual countries. 

2. By serving as an industry model, help accelerate the establishment of whole vehicle type approval 
systems and the adoption of reciprocal recognition of WVTA in all countries.

Administrative 
authorities

• Safer and more eco-friendly 
vehicles.

• Lower vehicle prices.

• Expanded range of import 
models.

Users
• More efficient regulatory formulation/ 

upgrading (through the application of 
int’l safety & environmental standards 
on the basis of standards harmoniza-
tion).

• More efficient vehicle inspection.

• More efficient int’l vehicle distribution 
(through the establishment of WVTA 
systems in emerging and other key 
economies).

Automobile 
industry

• Enhanced productivity and 
reduced vehicle development 
costs (through speedier & more 
efficient vehicle development); 
greater efficiency in type-
approval issuance procedures.

• Promotion of innovations in 
safety and environmental 
technologies.

With benefits for both, 

collaboration between 

the public and private 

sectors should be 

advanced.

Promote the use of safer and more eco-friendly automobiles

Expedite the achievement of sustainable mobility


