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Ms Auramon Supthaweethum
Director General
Department of Intellectual Property

Ministry of Commerce

Dear Ms Auramon Supthaweethum,

First, we would like to express our deep appreciation for the cooperative relations between Thailand’s
Department of Intellectual Property and Japan’s automobile industry in the field of IP protection and, more
specifically, for your office’s unflagging efforts towards international harmonization of design rights systems
and the improvement of examination practices.

In recent years, the discussions being advanced by your Department concerning amendments to the design
rights system have attracted significant attention within Japanese industry.

In light of the increasing demand for design protection in international markets, the Japan Automobile

Manufacturers Association (JAMA) respectfully requests your consideration of the following points.

1. Acceleration of Design Examination
As product development cycles have become shorter, Japanese companies are experiencing a growing need to
acquire design rights at an early stage in overseas jurisdictions. In this regard, we would greatly appreciate

your consideration of the following matters:

Further promotion of initiatives to shorten examination periods
Expansion of the accelerated examination system
Enhancement of predictability through improved disclosure of information, such as the average duration of

examination periods

We believe that these efforts would greatly contribute to enabling companies to maintain international

competitiveness and develop appropriate strategies for the acquisition of design rights.

2. Introduction of a Partial Design Rights System



As products continue to become increasingly modularized and componentized, a partial design rights system
that allows protection of specific elements constituting a design is of critical importance to industry. While
we understand that advances are being made in the direction of amendments enabling the introduction of a
partial design rights system, the specific timing and details of implementation have not yet been decided. We
therefore respectfully request that your Department continue to consider the development of a partial design

rights system, with timely implementation being the ultimate aim.

3. Extension of the Duration of Design Rights Protection

From the perspective of international harmonization, extension of the duration period of protection for design
rights is becoming an increasingly pressing issue. We understand that although draft proposals for such an
extension have been submitted in Thailand, none of the proposals has yet been formulated into a bill or
enacted into law. For the purpose of enhancing the certainty of returns on corporate investments, we
respectfully request your continued consideration of the need to extend the duration of design rights

protection.

We appreciate your support and look forward to maintaining our close cooperative relations with Thailand’s
Department of Intellectual Property through continued opportunities to exchange views on advancing design

rights systems and achieving international harmonization in this regard.

Respectfully,

EGUCHI Shuji
Chair, Intellectual Property Subcommittee
General Policy Committee

Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association, Inc.
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